FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
a great success from the beginning, and Florence
learned with great pleasure that country hospitals
were competing for the services of the nurses
trained in the Nightingale School. New schools
were founded in other centres in England, and
the idea spread to the Colonies, the United States^
and the Continent, where similar institutions
were established, some of them under the control
of nurses recruited from the Nightingale School,
Three-quarters of a century ago the idea of train-
ing nurses was looked upon as highly original and
even dangerous, and nursing was considered as
work suitable only for the lowest class of women,
who picked up their experience at the expense of
the patients. To-day it would seem fantastic to
permit degraded and untrained women to nurse
the sick in our public hospitals, and every train-
ing school for nurses is a reminder of the pioneer
work of Florence Nightingale.
Despite her weakness, Florence could probably
have acted as matron of the school had she been
willing to give up all her other work. But she
had appointed herself the protector of the British
soldier, and she fdt that the army had first call
upon her services* She had fought the officials
of the War Office and gained minor successes, but
the political chiefs had usually sided with their
advisers and the major reforms proposed by
Florence had been held up. Now, however, a
political chief who was hand m glove with
Florence reigned at the War Office, In 1859,
Sidney Herbert was appointed Secretary for War